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HE following Extracts from the Teſtimonies 
of Mr. O'Connor's Friends at Maidſtone, 
and from that Gentleman's Examination before 
the Secret Committee of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Lords, require no Comment, to recommend them 
to attentive Peruſal, and GENERAL CIRCULATION 
= throughout the Kingdom. 


Their Authenticity of courſe cannot be denied. 
The Veracity of Depoſitions, which TE Al- 
MIGHTY was ſolemnly called upon to witneſs, 
cannot be diſputed. 


Far be it from a generous and unprejudiced 
Mind, in times of candour and liberality like the 
preſent, to impute any other than the very BEST 7 
all poſſible Morivzs, to any Word or Action, of 
any Man or ſet of Men, upon any Occaſion what- 
ever!!! 


(SF 
But it is, at leaſt, right, that the ſober-minded 
People of this Country ſhould be taught, how 
liable even thoſe who have been repreſented as 
the moſt ReseecTaBLE and mosr HoxouRABLE 
of Men, are to be decei ved. when blinded by 
PARTY Prejudices; 


It is right, that they ſhould know of every 
public Man, and eſpecially of every LEADER of 
a ParTyY, and Candidate for Power, not only 


what Principles he profeſſes, but wo and war 


his Afoctates are. 


Tt is not often, that ſuch Information as this 
can be obtained for the Public, from rhe Parties 
| themſelves, UPON OATH, : 
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Extrafs from the Tar of O' S taten in Sbort 


Hand 7 JOSSPHr GURNZEY. 


| The Hon. Cnarres James Fox, Eſq, (SWDRN, ) 
Examined by Mr. DALLAS. 
1 O you know Mr. O'Connor ? 
A, I do. 
: How long have you known him ? 
A, I think it is about four years, but whether three or 
four years, I do not recollect. 


. Have you had occaſion to ſee him frequently in the 
courſe of that time ? 


A. It is ſomething more than three years Frequently. 


9. Have you converſed with him frequently upon po- 
litical ſubje&ts? A. Yes, frequently. 


2, Who were the perſons with whom he chiefly lived 
in this country. 


A. He lived principally in the company in which + 


have the honour to live MYSELF a good deal—he was very 
much with the leading Members in the Houſe of Com 
mons and the Houſe of Lords, who are ſometimes called 


the Oppos1TIoN—who are generally in the minority. 


Q: Thoſe were the perſons with whom he chiefly lived? 


A. Principally, as far as my knowledge went. 


Did he live upon terms of confidence and eſteem 


with them ? 


A. T believe very much—Certainly with ME for one, very 
much, 

Q, Did that xsTzeM and CONFIDENCE continue up to 
the time, when he went to Margate in February laſt ? 

A. Certainly ſo with reſpect to MYSELF. 


9. During the whole courſe of your acquaintance and 
of your converſations with him, have you had reaſon to 


os him a man well or ill- affected to his country ? 
A. I always thought Mr. O'Connor to be perfect well 
Nea to HIS COUNTRY ; I have always conſidered him to 


n 
be a very enlightened man, attached to the principles 1 
and the conſtitution of this country, upon which the pre- JF 


ſent family fit upon-the bn and to which we owe all 
our liberties. 
9. Have you from your W of Mr. O' „, 
any reaſon to believe him to be a man of diffimulation ? 
A. Perfectly the contrary—l ſhould deſcribe him as a 
man of the oPENEST carriage, one of them, that I know. 
O. Is he cold and reſerved, or ardent and affectionate 
in his friendſhip ? 
A. Very ardent and affectionate in his friendſhips, and 
TOTALLY WITHOUT ANY RESERVE, I ſhould think as much 
as any man I have the honour to be acquainted with. 


Croſs-examined by Mr. Solicfrok GENERAL. 


9. Do you know Mr, O'Connor's hand-writing ? 

A. I have ſeen his hand-writing more than once, but! 
rettainly never ſaw him write, 

9. You mentioned that you conceived the political opi- 
nions of Mr. O' Connor, and thoſe of your near friends, to 
be the ſame ? 

A That was not exactly what I ſaid, but if I am aſked 
now I will anſwer that queſtion—l ſaid he lived princi- 
pally with the gentlemen I have deſcribed, I believe his 
general principles were the principles of the conſtitution 
eſtabliſhed at the Revolution. 

2. Do you know of Mr. O“ Connor's being. i in any 
manner connected with any of the priſoners at the bar? 

A. I never heard of it. 

2D. In your donner with Mr. O'Connor, did he 
appear to concern himſelf chiefly with Engliſh or Iriſh po- 
litics ? 


A. Almoſt wholly with Iriſh politics. 


RICHARD BRINSLEY SHERIDAN, Eſq. (SWDBN, 
Examined by Mr. DaLLas, 


2. Do you know Mr. O' Connor 1 
. I know Mr. O' Connor very intimately. 
2 How long have you known him dire 
A. I think about three years. 
- ©, During the courſe of that time, haye you had oc 
caſion to ſec him frequently? 


A. Very frequently Wer he v was in England. 
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9 
2, With what deſcription of perſons did he chiefly live 
in England ? 150 

A. I was particularly anxious for his ſociety ox ACCOUNT We || 
OF HIS CHARACTER, and the recommendations I received 14 
reſpecting him from Ireland. I never met him in any com- 114 
pany but in the ſociety in which I live myſelf, namely, 1 
thoſe gentlemen who principally form the Oppoſition, | 
and in the private ſociety at my houſe; where I was al- 
ways moſt happy to ſee him, and in that fociety alone, have 
Jever met with him. = | 

. Have you ever converſed with him confidentially „ 
upon political ſubjects? 

A. I think MosT CONFIDENTIALLY, becauſe I treated 
him, and I think RE TREATED ME, with a CONFIDENCE and 
UNRESERVEDNESS that might have been expected to have 
ariſen alone from a much longer acquaintance ; but from 
my opinion of his principles and charaZer, and ſuch commu- | 
nication that we had, and we did communicate without the 13. 
ſmalleſt reſerve whatever, upon ALL political topics relating | 
to England oR IRELAND. 

2. Is his general character that of frankneſs and open- [ 
neſs in his converſation ? | 

A. I think Ix THE EXTREME, | " 

9, Did he chiefly concern himſelf with the politics of ( 
England, or with thoſe of Ireland? | 

J. I have talked with him upon the politics of both ; 
countries very unreservedly, or with the utmoſt frank- 14 
neſs of communication upon Political ſubjects, and the | 
ſituation of both countries. - 

2. About which did he chiefly concern himſelf? $| 

A, Reſpecting the affairs of Ireland, much more, cer- 
tainly, than thoſe of England; I have met him in circles 
where he introduced more the politics of England, about 
which he ſeemed not to concern himſelf; and J have ſaid, 

in his preſence, and in the preſence of other gentlemen 
that live in our ſociety, that Mr. O'Connor ſeemed to be 
occupied with what he conceived to be the oppreſſions and 
injuries inflicted upon Ireland; in which, I beg to add, I 
agreed with him. He ſeemed grieved, and afflicted al- 
moſt, that people 1 in England ſhould think they had any 
grievances to Complain. of. 

9. Did your intimacy continue with him up to the 
time of his apprehenſion ? 

. Till within a week—1I think he was at my houſe 
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within a weer; my 1AtTimacy continued with him up to 


that time, and my RESPECT and REGARD for him increaſed 
every hour to that moment. 

©. Had you reaſon to know whether he conlidered 1 it 
ſafe for him to continue in this country? 

A. I had great reaſon to know the contrary, 85 I took 
the liberty to apvise him not to continue here. 

Mr. Dallas. Do you know whether Mr. O'Connor 
ever belonged to any political ſociety in this country? 

A. have underſtood from Mr. O'Connor that he a- 
voided all political focieties in this country : and what 
particularly prepoſſeſſed me in his favour, was, that I 
never met with any man who was ſo determined in repro- 
bating the idea of any party or body of men in this coun- 
try; under any pretence of grievances whatever, encoura- 
ging the idea of French aſſiſtance, In wv LITE, I NEVER MET 


WITH A MAN MORE STEADY IN THAT IDEA. 


Mr. Dallas. Did you ever obſerve any change in Mr. 
O'Connor's political ſentiments and condutt ? | 

A, Never in the ſlighteſt degree, excepting, if it may 
be called a change, that 1 underſtood, and with regret, 
that his apprehenſion of being apprehended and ſent over 


a priſoner to Ireland, put him upon ſome ſchemes to get 


away, his friends very much lamented that he was driven 
to any ſuch neceſſity. | | 
©. Did he continue to live up to that time upon the 
ſame footing of intimacy and regard with thoſe friends with 
whom he had aſſociated before? | 
A. Yes, and every one had the ſame feelings with re- 
fpect to his endeavouring to get abroad by any means thar 


_ - were in his power. 


The Honourable THOMAS Exskzux. (SWORN 0 


Examined by Mr. PLUMER, 


9. You know Mr. O'Connor ?—4. I do. 

9. How long have you known him? 
A. Thave known Mr. O'Connor between two and three 
2 when he was laſt in England before this time, and 


live a great deal with thoſe with whom Mr. O Connor 


lives much when he is in this country. 
9. Give me leave to aſk who thoſe friends are? 
A, Mr. O'Connor's friends, in this country, are p 
pally thoſe perſons who are MY friends Mr. Q*Conngr 
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has principally lived with perſons of high rank in the pub- 
lic world Mr. Fox, Mr. Grey, Mr. Sheridan, all that 
claſs of gentlemen with whom 7 have acted in public life 
in parliament, and with many other perſons, too many 
for ME to recolleC at this moment. e 
Qt: Was that the caſe, this laſt time he was in Eng- 
land, as well as upon former occaſions ? 

A, Certainly ſo; and in conſequence of that 1 know 
Mr. O'Connor's character as well as J can be acquainted 
with the character of auy gentleman who lives principally 

in another country, but whom T have ſeen frequently here. 
2: Shall I beg the favour of you to ſtate what that cha- 
racter is? Ton : 

A. In MY opinion, the beſt character that any man can 
poſſibly poſſeſs. I have a ſincere regard and eſteem for 

Mr. O' Connor, founded upon MY opinion and belief that 


he is a man of the ſtricteſt honour and integrity—a man 


not only capable of, but who has made, great ſacrifices ta 
what he thinks right; if there be any more prominent fea- 
ture in his character than another, as far as I am acquaint- 
ed with it, and J am much acquainted with it; it is a no- 
ble mindedneſs, and a high ſpirit of honor, and I therefore 
feel MYSELF not only intitled, but bound upon MY oath, 


to ſay, in the face of Gop and MY Country, as a Bri- 

tiſh gentleman, which is the belt thing any man can be, 

that he is incapable, in MY judgment, of acting with trea- 
chery or duplicity to any man, but moſt of all to thoſe 


for whom he profeſſes friendſhip and regard; and J do 
know poſitively of MY OM knowledge, that he has been 
in the conſtant courſe of profeſſing not merely regard, but 


admiration and enthuſiaſm for the perſons whoſe names F 
mentioned, | 


9. Did you ever obſerve any change of that ſentiment, 


in Mr. O'Connor towards them? 
A. So help ME Go, never. 
9. As far as fell within your knowledge, did you know 
that he had any other connections in this country, beſides 
the gentlemen you have mentioned ? 


? A. Upon MY oaTa I had no reaſon to believe that he 
12d. 


I, Whether you ever obſerved, during the latter part 


of the time that you knew him, any difference either upon 
public or private ſubjects, between himſelf and you, or any 
ther gentlemen with whom he aſſociated here? 


— 
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A. Quite the reverſe. Recollecting the ſtation which 

7 hold in the law, 7 ſhould be little de ſirous to urge upon 

the Court any thing that could be at all queſtionable in 
int of evidence, otherwiſe I could, if the Court thought 

it right, ſtate many inſtances of his perſevering in the 

ſame opinions, and in the ſame regards; this / may ſay 

generally, that upon MY oath, I NEVER HAD ANY REASON 

TO THINK THAT Mr. O' Connor S PRINCIPLES AND OPI- 

NIONS DIFFERED FROM MY own, 

+: 2. Am 1.to underſtand that as well upon public ſub- 

jects as private ?—4, CERTAINLY so. 

Q: Did you ſee Mr. O'Connor in the month of January 

laſt?—4. I did. 

9. Where did you ſee him? 

A. I ſaw him at MY own houſe. 

Q: Did you give him any advice upon that occaſion ? 
A. I not only adviſed Mr. O'Connor, but urged and 
importuned Mr. O'Connor, two or three days before the 
firſt day of Hilary Term, which commenced the 23d of 
January, to leave this country any how. 

Mir. Plumer. You ſay you are clear it was two or three 
days before Hilary Term, which began on 1 the 23d of Ja- 
nuary ? 

A. I vill not take upon ME to ſpeak to the day, but I 
will take poſitively upon ME to ſpeak to its being before 
* Term. 

Mr. Juſtice Buller. And you think two or three days? 

4 T think fo. 8 


Croſs-examined by Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL. 
Have I taken you right, when I underſtood you to 
be ſure that the advice was given in the month of January? 
A. I am poſitively certain that it was before Hilary 


Term. 
9. And I think you have faid upon your oath, that 
you have no reaſon to believe that Mr. O' Connor had 


any other connections? 
A, I have no reaſon to los: ſo help ME Gop, that 


he had any other connections. 


The Right Hon, the EARL of Surro.k. (SUUDRN,) 
. Examined by Mr. PluME R. 


O, Does your Lordſhip know Mr, O'Connor? 
hrs rae Sebary © 8 


A 15 a 


* 
9.1 How long has your Lordſhip known him? 8 
A. It was eleven years ago when I firſt knew him, or 
rather later, it was about June or July, 1787. 
9, Has your Lordſhip known him from that time down 
to the preſent? f 
A. Certainly, but I have ſeen him on very few occa- 
ſions ſince, and if aſked upon that, I can ſpecify the par- 
ticular occaſions upon which I have ſeen him, 
9. I believe your Lordſhip was acquainted with him 
in Heland, as well as in England? 
A. If the Court will give me leave, I will mention how 
I became acquainted with him in Ireland, BECAust 1 THINK 
IT MATERIAL,—] went to my regiment which was at Cork, 
I wenr firſt to Dublin, I was THERE four or five days. I en- 
quired at Dublin my way to Cork, and the BESH way of 
going there; they recommended me to go THE FIRST THIR- 
TY MILES by water, in a kind of PASSAGE-BOAT, ſomething 
like the ſtyle of the Dutch boats, that I ſhould meet with a 
mixture of company, but with ſome very good company. I } 
had zo converſation with Mr. O'Connor as I recollect, but 1 
chiefly with Alexander Shortley; but upon THE DELAY OF 
THE BOAT, in paſling through THE LOCKS, I walked By THE 
SIDE OF THE BOAT, It took up ſome time to paſs through 
them, I think Mr. O' Connor overtook me, we entered 
into converſation, I own I was ſtruck both with his man- ' 
ner which appeared to me extremely gentleman-like, and . 
that kind of diffidence which I have always very much ad- IN 
mired in his character; for that has always ſtruck me as a 11a 
material part of his character. I continued my converſation - 
with him, during the remainder of my paſſage—after wE 
RETURNED TO THE BOAT, I found he was likewiſe going to 
Cork, where I was going to my regiment. It was much 
my wiſh, that he ſhould accompany me there, from what 
I had ſeen of him, and in order to induce him to it, I told 
him, Mr. ConnoR, I AM GoING To CeRk, [FIND YOU ARE 
GOING THERE, AND THAT YOUR FRIENDS LIVE IN THAT it 
PART OF THE COUNTRY, | SHALL BE EXTREMELY obliged | 
TO YOU, IF YOU WILL fake the place of my ſervant ix MY | 
CHAISE, and in order to induce Mr. O'Connor to do it, I 1 
ſaid you ſhall pay for THE POST-HORSE he is to ride; I put it 
upon that roorix o, thinking he might otherwiſe object to it, 
HE VERY READILY ACCEPTED OF THE OFFER; and you ay 
ſuppoſe, Gentlemen, that in a communication of three days 
and three ones, contiantly together upon the road, that“ WE 
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were pretty well acquainted, and a very friendly commun!- 
cation it certainly was. I certainly did very much admire 
that manner which I found confirmed to me from that 
acquaintance, and likewiſe thoſe principles which he then 
had occaſion to mention. I remember particularly, that 
a great part of our converſation was about Ireland, of 
which knowinz NOTHIN indeed I was born in it, but J 
left it at a very early period of life. 

Mr. Plumer. Did your Lordſhip fee enough of his 
private character and behaviour, to obſerve whether he 
was a reſerved man, or a man of an open diſpoſition ? 

A, I certainly faw ſo much of him, that I HAVE ALwavs 
TOLD Lady Suffuls, and the reſt of my friends, that I had 
met in that country, with one of the moſt extraordinary 
young men I ever had converſed with, both with regard 
to ability, and as far as I could judge for moral charac- 
ter, for I think never heard PURER PRINCIPLES tered 
by any man in my life, he {truck me to be at that time 

about twenty-one, what his real age is I do not know. 
Qi. Did you obſerve any marks of duplicity or diſſimu- 
lation about him or the reverſe? _ 

A. I wiſh to ſay quite the reverſe, and ſo much ſo that 
in the laſt converſation I had with him two years ago, | 
wiſhed to introduce him to ſome of thoſe perſons in this 
country for whoſe character and abilities I have the high- 
eſt reſpect, and if you pleaſe, I will mention the gentle- 
men, Lord Moira, Mr. Sheridan, the Biſhop of Landaff, 
and Mr. Serjeant Adair—They are perſons for whom I 
entertain a particular regard, and you may judge from the 
MIXTURE, that it was not a political party which I wiſhed 
to introduce him to; but it was thoſe friends for whom 1 
have a particular reſpect. 3 : 

9. Have you had any reaſon to alter your ſentiments 
reſpecting him ?—A. Quite the reverſe, that was the laſt 
time I think that I faw Mr. O'Connor. 


H, Grace the Dukk of NoRFoOLK. (STWADRBN.) 
| Examined by Mr, GURNEy. 
9. My Lord Duke, are you acquainted with Mr. 
O'Connor? ; 5 
A. Iſaw him at two different times about two years ſince. 
Q,; In what company did your Grace ſee him? 

A. He came to ſee me one morning, and we had ſome 
_ Epnverſation upon the ſubject of a ſpeech he had made in 
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the Houſe of Commons 1n Ireland ; he came to ſee me from 
a wiſh expreſſed on my part to be acquainted with him. 
Qi: Did you ſee him in any company afterwards ? 
A. I afterwards dined where he did, at the Earl of 
Suffolk's. 
9. Had you any opportunity, my Lord Duke, of 
knowing the character of Mr. O'Connor ? 
A. No further than what might ariſe from thoſe two oc- 
caſions of meeting, and general report. 
Then from what you know of Mr. O'Connor, what 
do you apprehend to be his character? 
A. I cannot remember the particulars of any converſa- 
tion, but I conſider him as a gentleman acting warmly in 


the political line, and attached to conſtitutional principles 
IN THE SAME WAY AS MYSELF. 


MicHaz ANGELO TayLon, Eſq. (STWUDRN, ) 


Examined by Mr. GURNEY. 


9D. Are you, Sir, acquainted with Mr. O'Connor ? 2 

A. I have been acquainted with Mr. Arthur O'Connor, 
I ſhould think near three years, it was either from the end | 
of the year 1795, or the beginning of the year 1796. #4 

9. In what ſociety have you generally met Mr. O'Con- "8 
nor ? 

A. I have generally met him, and Gees my firft ac- 
quaintance with him commenced in the ſociety of the per- - 
ſons, with whom, in political opinions, I have the honor 
conſtantly to act, I mean the ſociety of Mr. Fox, the 
Duke of Bedford, Mr. Grey, and a variety of other Mosf | 
HONOURABLE MEN, With whoſe political opinions I have 
ALWAYS agreed, and ſhall continue 10 agree. 

. Hadyouan opportunity from your knowledge of Mr. ; 
O'Connor, to know what his political opinions were ? 

4. Ihave ;—my opinion of his political opinions is, that 
he was attached to the principles upon which the Oppoſi- 
tion in this country is conducted; and I look upon thoſe 
pics to be the true principles which ſeared our preſent 

ng upon the throne, where, I hope, he will long continue. 

S Did you know Mr. O'Connor, down to the period 
of-his being laſt in London ? | 

A. I did not know Mr. O'Connor for the laſt fix months 
during the time he was in England, from an accidental cir- 4 
cumſtance, I was unfortunately laid up with a long illneſs, j 
gr I ſhould moſt probably have done all 1 could to have 
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regained his nn and to have reſumed his friend. 


ſhip. 


Did you ever know of any change i in the political 


opinions of Mr. O'Connor ?—4. None. ; 


Did you ever hear him ſtate any principles at all ad- 


verſe to the conſtitution of this country ?—4. Far from it. 


9. Any Prince favourable to an invaſion of this 
country ? 


A. From all I know of Mr. O' Can, and I do declare 
it moſt ſolemnly, 1 SHOULD THINK HIM ONE OF THE LAST 


MEN TO PLAN AN INVASION of this country, or to act in 


any manner baſely to it. 


, Was Mr. O'Connor a man of an unreſerved open 


chacater, or of cloſeneſs and difimulatian ? 
He appeared to be a man of uncommon OPENNESS of 
charadter. in all the converſations I ever had with him. 
„ What did you conceive to be the nature of his 
friendſhips, cold or warm? 
A. Exceedingly ſtrong; I can only ſay, J beg to add, 
that I have looked upon | Mr. O'Connor in private life to 


be a man of the moſt amiable manners and moſt honour- 
able 1 intentions. 


7 be Right Honourable HEN RV GraTTan® (Sworn). | 


Examined by Mr. GuRNEy. 


2. Youare acquainted with Mr. Arthur O' Connor ? 
A. Yes. 


— 
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* Since this Work ent to preſs, the Report of the Committee of Secrecy.of the Houſe of Lord: 
_ of Ireland, has been receig ed here. The ann is an Extract from the Evidence u ON 


OATRH of Jobn Hughes, of Belfaſt. 


«© Neilſon took Sweetman's carriage to Mr. Grattan? 8, and ChE him along with 
him. When they got to Mr Grattan's, Neilſon told him he had ſomething to ſay 
to Mr. Grattan in private, and deſired him vo take a walk in the domain Neilſon 
however introduced him to Mr Grattan firſt ; and Mr. Grattan ordered a ſervant to 
attend him to ſhew him the grounds. He returned in about half an hour. Went 
into Mr. Grattan's library..--Neilſon and Grattan were there together.— Grattan 
aſked a variety of queſtions touching the ſtate of the country in the North ; how many 


families had been driven out and how many houſes burned by the government or the 


Orange Men? Grattan ſaid he ſuppoſed he was an United Iriſhman ; he ſaid he 
was. Grattan aſked him how many United Iriſhmen were in the Province? he ſaid 
he reckoned 126,000,——Gratran aſked him how many Orange Men there were? he 
ſaid about 12, co. Grattan made no particular anſwer, Neilſon and he leſt 
Grattan's about twelve in the day; they walked to their carriage which was at Enniſ- 
kerry; he aſked Neilſon what had paſſed between Grattan and him Neilſon evaded 


the queſtion, but ſaid generally that he had gone down to Grattan to aſk him whether 
he would come forward, and that he had ſworn him.= 


moet him in Dublin before the next Tueſday.” Page 27. 


D. You have ſaid that you were introduced to Mr. Grattan by Samuel Neilſon 


at me houſe at Tinnehinch, in April laſ.—Recollect N and 1 e you 
can ſpeak with — ton = 4 
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That Grattan promifed to 


( is ) 
& How long have you been acquainted with him? 

Z. I have been perſonally acquainted with Mr. O' Con- 
nor ſince the year 1792 ; J knew him by character before, 
but have been well acquainted with him ſince that time. 

9. Has your acquaintance with him enabled you to 
form a judgment of his political opinions ? 

A. Yes, I think it has. 

Q. Did you ever hear any opinion from big which led 
you to ſuppole he could favour an invaſion of his country. 
by the French ?—A. No, rather THE CONTRARY. 

Q: What do you conceive to be Mr. O'Connor's pri- 
vate character? -A. A very good one. 

©. I underſtand he was formerly a member of che Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons? A. He was. 

Q: Were you a member at the ſame time? 

A. At the ſame time. 

9. Had you any opportunity of knowing whether Mr. | 
_ O'Connor's character was reſerved or unreſerved ? 

A, I think is CHARACTER Was UNRESERVED, 

Q: And you have had an opportunity of forming a Judg- 
ment of what his character * was? — . I think I Have. 


The Honouradle Lord JohN Russk l. (Sworn). 
Examined by Mr. GuRN EY, 


Jam. 

How long has your Lordſhip been acquainted with 
him 4. had the honour of knowing Mr. O'Connor in 
the year 1796, and this year. 

9. Has your Lordſhip had opportunities of frequently 


ſeeing and converſing with him, and forming any judg- 
ment of his character? 


A. I have been in Mr, O'Connor's company ſeveral times. 


9. Is your Lordſhip acquainted with Mr. O'Connor. 
A. . 


— 


— — — 
he 


* A. certainly can—About the 28th of April laſt, I went to Mr. Grattan's at 
Tinnehinch with Samuel Neilson ; on going into the houſe we were ſhewed into the 
library,—Neilſon introduced me to Mr. Grattan, and I ſoon after walked out, and left 
them alone for full half an hour ſaw a printed conſtitution of the United Iriſhmen 
in the room.“ 5 

NQ, Can you ſay whether Mr. Grattan knew it to be the conſtitution of United 
Iriſhmen ˙— A. I can—for he aſked me ſome queſtions about it. He aſked me 
_ alſo a variety of queſtions about the ſtate of the North—When we were going away, 
I heard Mr. Grattan tell Neilſon that he would be in town on or before the Tueſday 
following; and I underſtood from Neilſon that Mr. Grattan had viſited him in priſon ; 
and on our return to town, Neilſon told me he had ſworn Mr. Grattan.“ Page 28. 


Neilſon, however, upon his Oath, denies having feworn Mr. Grattan, or having ſaid 
that he had done on e 
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9. What has your opinion been of his opinions and 
character ? 

A. 1 have always 13 a very high opinion of Mr. 
O'Connor's principles and character; I conceive his prin- 
ciples to be the ſame as thoſe which have always guided 
my own conduct, to be in favour of a ſound, rational, 
and conſtitutional liberty. 

Did you ever diſcover in Mr. O'Connor any ſenti- 
ment favourable to an invaſion of this country by the 
| French A. Never. 

9. Did Mr. O'Connor live in habits of intimacy with 
the ſame perſons as your Lordſhip ?—4. He did. 

9. Was that the caſe during his reſidence in England, 
in the preſent year? 


A. Yes, I have been in his ſociety three or four times in 


the preſent year, always in the ſociety of Thee perſons. 

9. Was Mr. O'Connor received and treated on the ſame 
terms of intimacy and regard as he had always been by 
thoſe perſons —4. Yes, he was, 


7 be Right Honourable the Earl ef Tin. (Sworn). 


Examined by Mr. GukNRv. 


9. Is your Lordſhip acquainted with Mr. Arthur 
O'Connor 4. Jam. 
How long have you been ſo ?—4. I was acquaint- 
ed with Mr. O'Connor about three years ago. 
9. In what ſociety has your Lordſhip generally known 
him ?—2, I have generally known him in the ſociety of 
my friends, 


Will your Lordſhip have the goodneſs to ſtate who 


they are? 


A. Mr. Fox, Mr. Sheridan, Mr. Grey, Mr. Francis, 


Lord Robert Spencer ; generally thoſe perſons who are in 
the Oppoſition in both Houſes of Parliament. 

Mr, Garrow, That need not be repeated by every wit- 
neſs; when aſked if he has ſeen the priſoner, it will be 
taken for granted that it was in the met reſpeFable circles. 

Mr. Gurney. Have you had an opportunity of forming 
an opinion of Mr. O'Connor's character and principles: I 

A. Thave the higheft opinion of Mr. O'Connor's nA 
RACTER. 

2. Have you been enabled to form a judgment of his 
polnical opinions? 2 
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A. I always underſtood, both from his converſation and 
from others, who were perhaps more acquainted with him 
than I was myſelf, that he entertained HE SAME pori- 

TICAL SENTIMENTS As EVERY ONE of 7he Oprosrriox. 
| 9. Have you ever obſerved any change in boſe prin- 
ciples *— A. NEVER. 

9. Has your Lordſhip ever obſerved any opinion or 
principle of Mr. O'Connor that could lead you to ſuppoſe 


| he had a wiſh that this country ſhould be invaded by the 


| French ?—4. NEVER. 


The Right Hon. the Eart of Oxrorbd. (Sworn). 
Examined by Mr. PLUMER. 


9. Whether your Lordſhip is acquainted with Mr, 


O'Connor ?—A. PzrFEcTLY. 
9, What 1s the character of Mr. O'Connor? + 
A. That of a pERFECTLY Joyal Man. 
. Was he a perſon much attached to his friends, or 
the contrary ? —4, PERFECTLY attached to his friends. 
Q Have you ever obſerved any marks of duplicity or 
| reſerve conſtituting his character? 
A. Dix xcrrv the contrary. 
. Did you ever obſerve the leaſt appearance of his 
having any diſpoſition favourable to the French ? 
A. No, DIRECTLY the contrary. 


SAMUEL WHITBREAD, Ef. (Sworn). 


Examined by Mr. Gurwev. 


Q. Are you acquainted with Mr. O'Connor? A. I am. 

Q. How long have you been ſo? 

A. I became acquainted with Mr. O' Connor i in the be- 
ginning of the year 1796. 

Q. Has your acquaintance with him enabled you to 
form a judgment of his character and principles ? 

A, I think it has. 

Q. Be ſo good as ſtate what they are ? 

A. I think Mr. O'Connor to be a man of amiable man- 
ners in private, and of an honourable and independent 
mind; his public principles appeared to me to be THE 
SAME AS MY OWN; from the converſation that I have had 
with him, and from thoſe which he has had with other 
perſons when I have been preſent, I collected that he was 
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a epd to the conſtitution of this country, that he ſaw the 


exiſtence of abuſes as I did, and wiſhed a reformation of 


_ thoſe abuſes, by the means of Parliament. 

Q. Whether you ever heard any thing of Mr. O'Con- 
nor which could lead you to ſuppoſe that he could wiſh 
for an invaſion of this country by the F rench : f 

A. Quite the contrary. 

Mir. Plumer. We have ſome more Himmels, but I could 
wiſh to fave your Lordſhip the trouble; my learned friends 
know, I believe, that there are ſeveral other gentlemen 
attending. 

Mr. Garrow, Your ſaying it is enough, Mr. Plumer. 

Mr. Plumer, Mr. Grey, my Lord Lauderdale, and ſe- 
veral other gentlemen attend to give the ſame teſtimony. 
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CHARACT ER OF O'CONNOR, 
BY HIMSELF. 


— 
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Extract from the APPENDIX fo the REPORT of the Secret 
CoMMITTEE of the Housk or COMMONS, on the IRISH 
. REBELLION. No. 31. 


T, Purſday, gth Auguſt, 1798, 
ARTHUR O'Connos, Eſq. (Sworn.) 


Q. When did you become an United Iriſhman? 
A. About November 1796. 
Q. When did the Military organization begin? 
A. About the middle of 1796, 
Q. Were you a Member of the National Executive? 
A. I was, and continued ſo from November 1796, to 
January 1798. 
Q. When did the communications withFrance commence? 
A. Before I was an United Iriſhman; I believe in the 
middle of 1796, at the ſame time that the Military orga- 
nization was formed. 
Q. When was it 4 158 to üben the offer of affiſtance 
from France? 
A. TI underſtood it was accepted at a a meeting of the 
Executive in Summer 1796. I was ea of the offer 
and acceptance by my brother members of the Executive 


N 


k 
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f 9 
3 I but a member df i it, and before the arrival of 
the French in Bantry Bay. 

Q. Was it the determination of the United lrimmen 
in the North to riſe if the French had landed? 3 

A. The Directory thought they would riſe. 

Q. When was the first communication from F rance 
after the expedition to Bantry Bay? 

A. The firſt of my own knowledge I can ſpeak of was 
in Auguſt 1797.—lt ſtated, that a fleet lay in the Texel 
with 15,000 men on board, and that the armament was 
deſtined for Ireland. I was arreſted and in confinement 
for ſome months before that time. 

Q. Was it mentioned to the Iriſh Executive where the 
deſcent was intended? 

A. It was not in the diſpatch which I ſaw. 

Q. Was there any intelligence brought of the intended 
invaſion at Bantry? 

A. There was; by a meſſenger who arrived here _— 
November 1796. 

Q Was there a reſident agent appointed to 80 to 
Paris in Spring 1797? 8 

A. There was, whilſt J was in priſon; and a ſecond per- 
ſon was ſent in June following: I ſaw this perſon on his 
return to Ireland from France about November 1797. 
He reported that no armament was then ready; but that 
one would thortly be ready. I underſtood that when a 
French fleet was ready they would take place. 

Q. Have you heard that there were ſome converſations 
on this ſubject between perſons of this country and Ge 
neral Valence, prior to October 1796? 

A. I have heard there were; they did not, however, 
lead to any thing deciſive. 


Q. Was there any connection with the Engliſh or 
Scotch ſocieties?  _ 

A. Any connection with them was merely between in- 
dividuals; the Iriſh Executive wiſhed to keep clear of them. 

Q. Do you know of any loan being negotiated with N 
France or Spain? | 
A. Inſtructions were given to the agent to negotiate a 
loan of half a million in France or Spain, on the ſecurity 
of the new Iriſh government. Says, his ſituation in the 
Executive was filled up when he left lreland in January laſt, 


Tea from * of the SRCRET CoMmMITTEE, 
The evidence of Dr, MiNevia together with that of 
two other members of the Executive, namely, Mr. Em- 
met and Mr. Aa rRuR O'Connor, DELiveReD upon 
DA before the ſaid Secret Committee of the Lords, 
and who as well as the ſaid Dr. M' Nevin have been ex. 
amined fince before your Committee, has completely de- 
veloped the connection of the party with the French Di- 
rectory. From their teſtimony it appears that ſo early as 
the year 1796, the party, deſpairing of carrying their 
plans into execution through the medium of a democratic 
reform, avowedly directed their efforts to revolution, and 
having received an intimation from one of their ſociety 
and whom your Committee have very good reaſon to 
know to be Mr. Theobald Wolfe Tone already mentioned, 
(a fugitive from this country on account of his treaſonable 
conduct) then at Paris, that the ſtate of the country had 
been repreſented to the government of France in ſuch a 
light as to induce them to reſolve on ſending a force to 
Ireland for the purpoſe of enabling it to ſeparate itſelf from 
Great Britain, an extraordinary meeting of the Executive 
of the Union was convened to take the propoſal into con- 
 fderation, FT 
This meeting was held in the Summer of 1796, and 
the reſult of their deliberations was to accept of the aſſiſt- 
- ance thus held out to them by the French Directory. 
In conſequence of this determination an agent was diſ- 
' patched to the Directory to acquaint them with it. He 
was inſtructed to ſtate the diſpoſitions of the people, and 
the arrangements of the Union for their reception, and 
received freſh affurances from the French government that 
the armament ſhould be ſent as ſpeedily as ir could be 
prepared. The agent above alluded to appears to your 
Committee from various channels of information to have 
been the late Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who, accompanied 
by the ſaid Mr. Ax TRHuR O'Connor, proceeded by Ham- 
burgh to Switzerland, and had an interview near the 
French frontier with-General Hoche, who afterwards had 
the command of the expedition againſt Ireland, on which 
occaſion every thing was ſettled between the parties wit! 
. view to the deſcent. The reaſon the perſons employed 
on this miſſion did not paſs into France was, leſt the Iriſh 
government ſhould gain intelligence of As #2, and cauſc 
them to be apprehended on their returgy” . 
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